
History Intent, Implementation and Impact Statement 

Intent 

Broom Barns Primary School intends to use Developing Experts’ (DE) KS1 and KS2 history curriculum aims 

to inspire pupils to become inquisitive historians who develop a coherent understanding of the past as 

they progress through their primary education. Chronological awareness and critical thinking form the 

foundation of a curriculum that gives pupils the disciplinary skills to think like historians and the 

substantive knowledge to draw conclusions about key individuals, people and events from both the 

ancient world and more recent times. Building curiosity and deeper thinking is at the core of our approach, 

and we strive to support pupils in developing a lifelong love of history through diverse and engaging 

learning.  

Developing Experts’ history resources are fully aligned to the National Curriculum. With an emphasis on 

transferable skills, such as evaluating and analysing content, pupils can apply their understanding in real-

life contexts, including through oracy forms such as debate and presentations. These skills equip pupils 

with the knowledge and experience to support the next stage of their education.  

Lessons allow pupils to explore historical narratives from several perspectives, ensuring the knowledge 

they build is diverse. Through our carefully sequenced enquiry questions and knowledge-rich lessons, 

pupils learn to analyse evidence, understand cause and consequence and consider why some events, 

people and civilisations retain their historical significance into the present day.  

Implementation 

Programmes of Study of EYFS Curriculum and National Curriculum  

EYFS Understanding of the world 

• Notice detailed features of objects in their environment. 

• Develop an understanding of growth, decay and changes over time.  

• Understands some talk about immediate past and future, e.g. ‘before’, ‘later’ or ‘soon’. 

• Comment and ask questions about aspects of their familiar world such as the place where they live 

or the natural world. 

DE’s history curriculum is focused on the key aims laid out in the National Curriculum. Based on this, DE’s 

ambitious curriculum allows pupils to develop the following: 

• A coherent and chronological understanding of the past 

• An awareness of global history, including ancient and non-European civilisations, as well as the 

effects of trade, exploration, and invasions around the world 

• A knowledge of historical vocabulary and concepts such as cause, consequence and change 

• An understanding of the process of historical enquiry, including the ability to ask questions, and use 

evidence and sources to develop responses and arguments 
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• A comprehension of historical narratives both within and across time periods, including their own 

local history 

• The ability to form well-reasoned opinions by drawing on historical knowledge and making 

connections to confidently express and justify views. 

 

From KS1, historical understanding is built through careful exploration of the passage of time, change and 

continuity. Core themes, such as the significance of people, events and time periods, build the foundations 

of historical knowledge and disciplinary skills, which are further developed through KS2. 

The curriculum is organised chronologically to support pupils in building their understanding of key events 

and time periods in Britain and the wider world. From Year 3, we use BCE/CE (Before Common 

Era/Common Era) when referring to dates, rather than BC/AD (Before Christ/Anno Domini), as this is a 

modern, non-religious convention commonly used by historians. However, reference is made to both 

dating systems throughout KS2 so that they can recognise and understand dates presented in either 

format. 

The curriculum explores topics in depth, and learning is revisited and progressively built upon. In alignment 

with the Ofsted Education Inspection Framework, the curriculum is designed to help pupils “remember in 

the long term the content they have been taught”. Using DE’s spiral approach, pupils revisit and revise key 

learning points before developing new knowledge, both within and across units. Concepts and core themes 

have all been selected to ensure a broad range of historical areas are covered, such as social, cultural, 

political & military history. The curriculum has been designed to embed a broad range of substantive 

knowledge in pupils, which will allow them to deepen and extend their understanding in their later 

education. 

Every DE history unit includes:  

• Lesson plans and teacher masteries  

• Presentations  

• Formative assessment questions  

• Summative end-of-lesson quizzes  

• Key words and definitions  

• Carefully differentiated handouts and answers  

• Resource lists  

• Animations, key points and mission assignment films  

• Lesson 6 in every unit provides an open-ended summative assessment task  

• Career links  

• A Knowledge Organiser  
DE’s presentations are knowledge-rich, containing a diverse array of media such as images, videos, 

question prompts and animations. Independent tasks provide engaging and exciting opportunities for 

extended writing and the development of oracy skills.  

Impact 

At Broom Barns Primary School we believe this history curriculum fosters critical and inquisitive thinking 

while providing historical knowledge with meaningful context. It enables pupils to develop both 

disciplinary and substantive historical understanding, building knowledge and skills progressively 

throughout the primary curriculum. Pupils learn to apply these skills to new situations, exploring cause, 



consequence, and change to make sense of the world around them. This approach gives depth and 

relevance to the present day, helping pupils connect past events to contemporary life.  

Year 6: Our History:  

This last unit of our sequenced curriculum forms the cumulative end of the pupils’ primary learning and 

celebrates everything they have learned throughout their history education. It allows pupils to showcase 

their historical knowledge and skills by producing a project about the history of their local area. This also 

fulfils the National Curriculum requirement for pupils to undertake a local history study. This final unit is a 

demonstration of each pupil’s curiosity and critical thinking that has been nurtured through their time in 

primary school.  

Assessment/Monitoring and Evaluation   

Assessment is used to inform future planning and to provide information about pupils throughout their 

time in school. Assessment is used by teachers to assess the on-going process and not just the finished 

products or outcomes.   

In assessing pupil’s progress in history teachers assess a pupil’s ability:   

• In their knowledge about the history of the world, the United Kingdom and their locality    

• Their understanding of basic subject-specific vocabulary relating to history  

• Use of historical skills to respond to and ask questions about the past, including first-hand observation 

and use of resources    

• Their understanding of the chronology of different topics/periods that they have studied. 

 


